
February 2024 Newsleter  

As we pass from one storm to another in the early part of a new year we can at 
least look forward to the days lengthening and the hope of Spring on the not 
too distant horizon and see the forthcoming storms in more daylight, it’s being 
so op�mis�c that keeps me going. Well the MCC  Exeter trial was uneven�ul 
(well except for me driving up a steep bank at Fingle to wake up my navigator, 
which he didn’t appreciate) , the 2CV aka Mona behaved impeccably, tools 
were le� in the toolbox whilst we sat in a very warm and comfortable cockpit. 
The new breakfast halt was very nice, arrive, select a table, place and pay for 
order, waitress brings the order, very civilised and at reasonable prices. Phil my 
navigator did an excellent job of not ge�ng us lost and by around 3.00PM we 
were signing off, home before 6.00PM  

All things considered a good result and just had confirma�on that we have an 
entry for the 100th Lands End.  

 

--------------------- 

Club Subscriptions 

This is a reminder, as we are in a new year your subscrip�ons are now due, 
easiest way to pay is via the LNCMC website , at £12 per annum it is extremely 
good value, renewing your membership not only allows you to take part in all 
sorts of events but you are also doing your bit to keep our membership 
secretary occupied and out of harms way, he needs your help !! 

 

------------------- 

Simon Oates our travelling reporter is back on the case.    

The Exeter Trial Friday / Saturday 4th & 5th January 2024 

A few further modifications to the car which consisted of moving the battery to the 
back along with an isolation switch, 38kg of weight at the back as an experiment, 
new wheels and tyres, replacement of the LED reversing light that fell out and 
smashed on Friday morning and repair to the bent exhaust from the previous trial. I 
left Cornwall around 10pm and picked up Steve Moir (yet another wing man) from 
Exbourne on route to the start at the Haynes International Motor Museum, Sparkford. 
A bit girls blousey with the roof up, but it was cold and sleety, the roof’s just enough 
to keep the worst off the occupants. Scrutineering eventually completed (I forgot to 
apply the numbers to the car) and into the warm museum for an hour of chat and 



warm drinks. We signed out at 3.01am to start “the grand day out” and off through 
Sparkford and on through Yeovil and Crewkerne to a handbrake test 
at Windwhistle. No problem expected, so I pulled the mechanical handbrake on and 
for good measure also pulled the hydraulic one. The marshal shouted “all good, 
carry on” so off we didn’t immediately go.  
 
Brakes off and clutch stinking, we struggled to move forward. 40 yards in front was 
the first Observed Test No 1 and we didn’t have time to fix. The car had been 
MOT’d just before the Allen Trial at the beginning of December with the brakes 
performing impeccably. The rear brakes eased a little when reversing but bound up 
again when going forward, no bother, just get on with the test. Impossible to do a fast 
time but managed 17.6 sec and relieved to still be in the trial. A quick inspection 
further down the road exposed an untouchable passenger rear wheel (hot, hot, hot) 
but the car was pulling true when braking and in my opinion, safe to use.  
 
We continued to Underdown (1) and fought our way to the top. On to Gatcombe 
Lane (2) for our first restart where I had decided to use as little brake as possible 
and hold the car on the clutch. We were met with the restart marshal standing across 
the track with a flag and then slowly shouting Three, Two, One, Go and dropped the 
flag. The clutch by this time was nearly as warm as the rear brake and off we went. I 
wasn’t sure if this was going to be the new way of doing restarts throughout the trial? 
Next was Normans Hump (3) with another restart driven the same by me but a 
more normal shorter wait at the restart and we managed to keep enough speed to 
the top. Through the complex to Clinton (4) where only Class 8 had a restart. I kept 
my foot on the throttle and crashed and bounced to the top. Back to the main road 
and left along a lane to Waterloo (5) where the section proved to be rough and 
stoney resulting in a severely dented rear wheel on the passenger side.  
 
Out with the lump hammer to straighten the rim. How the tyre didn’t come off I’ll 
never know and after sorting it, the tyre held firm for the rest of the trial and kept 
pressure! That was one of the new powder coated steel wheels, so hadn’t done 
many miles. The tyres were at 12 psi and the wheel was v hot with the brake 
problem, just unlucky to hit an obstruction wrong. Onward to Stretes (6) for a pretty 
straightforward climb through the woods to re-join the road at the top. In the time that 
we had done the section, a car had managed to slip off the road into a ditch. I 
remembered the same happening in the past when it was snowing and gave them a 
hand out. There were plenty of helping hands, so with a less than perfect car we 
carried on to the second Observed Test 2 at Core Hill. Trying to keep off the brakes 
again, we approached the start line and completed the test in a respectable 20.65 
secs, I couldn’t have expected better under the circumstances.  
 
Through the woods, on to the main road for 8 miles to the new breakfast stop 
at Greendale Farm Shop. We went for an average breakfast and enjoyed it for ½ 
hour while the rear wheel was cooling enough to touch. A BIG Thank You to all that 
helped remove the seized rear drum brake (20 mins) to expose a solidly seized 
brake cylinder. A further 30 minutes of fettling, I managed to free the offending 
cylinder and lubricated with some borrowed 3 in 1 and put it back together. I can 
honestly say that the night sections turned out to be one of the most trying both 
physically and mentally I have recently done. Once the brakes were back to 100%, 
all was a lot more positive.  



 
Running a little late due to the repairs, we picked up fuel on the Exmouth road, then 
backtracked to the main route and the holding control before Tillerton Steep (7). 
Nice to use this section in use again as the river and ford have been flooded for a 
few years. Restarts for classes 7 & 8 where we stopped high and eased off the line. 
From the top we drove the lanes for six miles to the holding control for Fingle Hill 1 
(8) & Fingle Hill 2 (9). A bit of a hold up here as some cars were cleared from the 
sections. Normally it’s run as a single section, but this year was turned into two and 
caused few problems. Once at the top we moved on to a new section for classes 7 & 
8 with a restart for class 8. A few problems on the steep slippery start but we 
managed to pull through. This then brought us to Wooston  
 
 
 
Steep which we had to drive through but was only used on the route for the 
remaining classes. A rabbit’s warren of roads eventually led us to Tipley Hill 
(10) which was starting to get rougher again. A real shake up the hill with no chance 
of keeping any dentures in if you had any! This then led across the top of the hill 
to Donkey Trot (12) where a lot of cars in front never made it to the summit. Having 
seen how the hill was playing out, I decided to give total commitment to the hill and 
think we were in the air more than we were on the ground to clear the section. Now 
on to Ilsington Parish Hall for a well earned cup of tea and piece of cake. After 
brushing ourselves off after the last section, relieved and refreshed ourselves we 
made our way down to Simms (13) and saw that Dave Haizeldens team of marshals 
were on the hill after an earlier stint on Waterloo, brilliant dedication by all.  
 
As usual, more vehicles were coming down than were going up. I decided to attack 
the left hand side after the restart, but when I got there I found myself in the middle! 
On hitting the first real bump after the restart, I let off the accelerator a bit to keep the 
grip as I landed and continued to the summit. Another year driving like that, it may 
not work. As far as we knew, we were still, against all odds, clear and only Slippery 
Sam (14) to do. From Simms we went through Newton Abbot and on to the section 
near Rocombe (famous for its ice cream). All looked good and memories of a flat 
easy restart last year flashed through my mind. Once on the section, I soon found 
that the restart wasn’t where it normally was, nor around the next bend and then I 
was upon it and not in the best position. The restart markers were angled into the 
section on the right which was where I stopped. As I pulled away the rear of the car 
snapped to the right and brushed one of the markers (or was it two?) – bugger! I only 
half saw it in the mirror and hoped the marshals hadn’t. It was a clear hit when 
watched on YouTube where apparently only three cars hit the markers.  
 
Out of about 55 cars that were filmed I counted 26 hits! I hit it fair and square and it 
cost me a 2nd Triple, that’s life and trialling for you, so never take anything too 
seriously. I stayed for the evening presentations and received my first Triple for 2023 
which I have given to my previous long term bouncer, John Werren. I had achieved 5 
consecutive Class 7 wins which more importantly to me meant a traditional Triple 
(Exeter, L End & Edinburgh in the same year). Other  2023 Launceston & North 
Cornwall members that won a triple were, Jack Selwood, class 8 DP Ford Special, 
and Simon Fillian, class B , Beta X Trainer,our own clubs triple of members !! 
Instructions, mileages and organisation of the event were excellent, marshals 



exceptional and a fantastic night and days sport (apart from the last bit) was had by 
all. 
  

 
 
Wearing the grin of a Cheshire Cat is Simon with his well deserved Triple award. 
 
 

         1st Bodmin Heights Trial  Sunday 14th January 2024 

Rear brake wheel cylinders had been stripped, lubricated and reassembled after 
problems on the MCC Exeter Trial the week before. Darren Ruby turned up at 
8.00am for the fresh drive down to the Borough Arms in Bodmin to sign on and 
support this new trial and adventure by Camel Vale Motor Club. Scrutineering 
completed, Chairs were off first followed by classes 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and finally 8, we 
started off at 9.42 as the first class 7 car. In through Bodmin, left at the crematorium, 
through Fletchers Bridge and into Laneskin Woods and Robbyduggan (1) where 2 
or 3 cars were let in at a time to attempt the section amongst the trees.  
 
An experimental day with the Liege and added weight to the rear (89Kg) which 
seemed to improve the grip, managing a 3. On to the Observed Test which was 
fairly standard and completed in a reasonable time of 18.04 secs (some did sub 16 
secs). Ant Hill (2) was just around the corner on 14psi which caused problems for us 
getting off the restart – not the best start with 4 more points. Back down the hill and 
retracing our steps until we turned left into LeBall (3) for another restart on 14psi tyre 
pressures and a clear at last. A lot better than the previous sections and on 
to Daisys (4) which would have been a blast up through unless, you’ve guessed it, 
you’re in class 7 or 8. 14 psi again and off we went, straddling the wheel marks to 
the restart where I tried to ease off gently to no avail and 5 points scored.  
 
Reversing down to the bottom, we took a break to watch a few more cars in our 
class attempt the hill, none which did any better than us. After the section we worked 
our way to Cardinham Woods which we haven’t been in for some time. We slowly 
drove into the woods and without exception were met with waves and smiles from 



the recreational types that frequent that sort of area. Lovely to once again see 
people working together enjoying the woods and its facilities, some may see it 
differently. Following the excellent signage, we arrived at Tizn’t Flat (5) on the route 
notes, otherwise known as Cundy’s Corner (5) which the first name says it all. Up a 
bit of track and into slippery roots and leaf mould as far as anyone had so far, 3 
points. Reverse down and following our way in, veered off left to Castle (6) where 
we managed 6 points. Back along the track and on to Hoskin Hill (7) which again 
hasn’t been used for some time. I’ve only ever been off the higher restart line in the 
past (class 8), but this time had the luxury of the lower line and cleared the section. 
We then did a loop and passed the bottom of Hoskins on to Powell (8) with 14 psi 
for us again and another clear.  
 
From Cardinham woods we returned to the main roads and through Bodmin, past 
the start (would have loved to stop for a pint) and on towards Wadebridge and 
Pendavey Farm for Eddy’s Branch Line (9). We watched Tom Coles attack the 
section in his VW Fastback only to hear a crunch and tinkling of broken glass as they 
nudged the bridge on their way through. Bridge 1, car 0. We took it a bit wider on the 
approach and managed no contact. There was a higher restart for 7 & 8 which most 
cleared. Back to the main road towards Bodmin and a long awaited return to 
Dunmere Woods. There was a fair queue before Corner Climb (10). A nasty 
slippery start and hole near the end were catching the earlier cars and it wasn’t easy 
to reverse out. When it was our turn it was a case of shut your eyes a little and let 
the car do the work, to the top again with the help of a tree that bent the driver’s front 
wheel and pushed us back on track.  
 
This was a bit of a roll, four clear sections in a row! Back down and past the last 
section start to Geralds Dream (11). It should have been renamed Geralds 
Nightmare with many large roots in the twists and turns of the section. Once over the 
first big roots that had caught several in front, I put my foot down and lost directional 
control enough to flatten the 5 marker, scattering anyone in the vicinity and on 
through the finish, 5 points dropped. Back to where we entered the woods and right 
further into the woods to The Tunnel (12). A successful restart for us and on to the 
next section Hans, Knees & Bumps a Daisy (13). It looked fairly easy until we tried 
to blast up the section and bottomed out. Should we have put the tyres on 30psi and 
gain some ground clearance at the cost of grip? Who knows the answer, I guess 
we’ll find out next year! Back to the bottom and to the last section Westlake Wonder 
(14). A left hand bend through the usual very rough tree roots and a very steep climb 
hopefully past all previous competitors that are now spectators.  
 
Keeping my foot down and vaguely steering and staying with the track, we kept 
going until the engine conked out of power. Still a very important effort to the 2 
marker which as it turned out, was enough to win Class 7 as Martyn Harry in his 
gorgeous Imp came 2nd with a 5 on the hill. Nearly all the Class 8 cars managed to 
conquer the last hill, highlighting the difference between classes 7 & 8. When the 
results came out, Darren rang me and said “how did we manage to do that?” Being 
the first class 7 car, we never saw how they were doing behind us and expected 
some of the hills to be easier as rubbish was moved aside. It just shows, you can 
never tell! 
 



We can only imagine how much time and effort has gone into getting access granted 
for the sections, it has literally taken years. I hope that the Trial has proved how all 
the different sports can co-exist together in these sensitive areas, the organisers 
seem to have achieved the impossible in the present climate. A welcome return to a 
brilliant traditional trial, old skool is back and long may it continue!!! Mentions to 
Simon Groves, Ben Tonkin, Greg Thomas, Mike Dustow, Alan Keat and every other 
person that made this happen. It will become a “Must Do Event” if this first 
incarnation is anything to go by. 
 

--------------------------- 

 

Calendar of Events , or Wason 

Commitee mee�ng on February 15th at Tresmeer Village Hall 7.30pm bar open 
all welcome. 

23rd of February is the night not to be missed, it’s our annual awards 
presenta�on evening at Trethorne 7.00 for 7.30pm, usually a very well 
atended evening so come along and enjoy yourself, some people even dress 
for the evening so much so that you barely recognise them from their usual 
trials a�re. The two course carvery is set at £25 per head , under 14’s are 
subsidised at £10, contact Lisa to book, either by facebook or by going through 
the club website, calendar of events . 

Lanson Trial 3rd March , once again ni�y Nigel, Simon and the team will be 
welcoming you all to a day of mud in the woods, the event is run on standard 
classic trials reg’s, full info and entry on the website. 

Club AGM Thursday 7th March yes it’s the one you’ve all been for, it will be at 
the Fox & Grapes public house Li�on, the pub also serves food so if you wish to 
arrive early and eat you can. Mee�ng starts at 7.30pm. 

 

----------------------------- 

 

From our chairman 

So, onto the second newsletter of 2024, they say January drags, I guess it can 
but then the message from John arrives, nudging me for my piece for the 
newsletter and then it seems to have flown by! 



 
Event wise as a club a little quiet through January, committee meeting aside. 
Nonetheless, the end of February and March is a hectic little period for us so 
plenty of planning going on at the moment.  
 
Early Jan and the MCC's Exeter Trial. I wasn't able to make it to any part this 
year but the general feedback was that it was an enjoyed event with some of 
our members competing and others offering their services to marshal (two 
stints for some). Several of us then joined the hectic rush to enter the 
100th Lands End at Easter, which is set to have the largest entry for a number of 
years. Nigel will be heading up the team marshalling Crackington under our 
club banner. On the 20th January the Sporting Trials fraternity had their Gold 
and Silver Star final way up in Cumbria. A familiar name taking top prize, 
congratulations to the dominating Thomas Bricknell. Some other familiar 
names made the journey from our parts, including Alan Murton and Jason 
Daniel.  
 
The awards evening is coming up, a tad earlier this year (so that all 2023 
awards can be sorted and presented before our first 2024 event). This is on 
23rd February at Trethorne again and will follow a similar format to last year 
which was superbly well supported. So hopefully we will see a good number of 
you there for nice social occasion, contact Lisa to book your slot as she has 
kindly agreed to take the bookings for us again.  
 
The Launceston Trial is on 3rd March, we brought this forward a few weeks due 
to the original date being less than a week before the Lands End and a clash 
with an LDT for the bikers. It should also be the debut of our new club gazebo! 
We looked at the possibility of re-using Cory Woods, the opposite side of the 
road to Eastcott. Myself and Nigel had a reccy around and quite a lot of 
machinery has used the site since its last trials use in the 90's. With the 
complications of then crossing the road and realistically no more than 3 
sections of 'good' use we have decided to stick to the format of recent years 
with the event again solely taking place in Lew & Eastcott so all able to run 'off 
road' - we have adjusted the motorcycle class structure to allow for all to be 
classed more appropriately for their machine. A few other tweaks are planned 
to try and ease a few areas for some of the car classes, whilst there will again 
be a sprinkling of bike only sections included and the onsite catering have 
confirmed they will be there. A lot will have probably already received an e-
mail from me with the regs etc but all info will be on the website too.  
 



Although I am looking a little further ahead now, with an early mention of the 
7th March being our AGM (Fox & Grapes, Lifton). All with an interest are of 
course more than welcome and anyone looking to join us on the committee 
similarly.  
 
Quite a long piece this month, so I hope I haven't whittered on too much. It will 
be great to see as many of you as possible at the awards night on 23rd Feb. 
 
Simon R.  
 

------------------------ 
 
 
Exeter Trial 2024 in a Citroen 2CV 
 
Mr Editor JT reluctantly sold his Dellow because it made his hip ache whilst 
driving.  If I’d been him, I’d have kept the Dellow and had a new hip!  Instead, John 
bought a Citroen 2CV and has spent most of the last year and a considerable 
amount of money preparing it for Trials duty. 
 
He invited me to passenger/navigate for him in this year’s Exeter Trial and I readily 
accepted.  I’ve crewed for him in the Dellow a few times and it’s great fun.  Let’s see 
how the 2CV compares.  Bring it on! 
 
John collected me and we had a steady run up to the trial start venue at the Haynes 
Motor Museum at Sparkford.  On arrival, we got scrutineered, the scrutineer 
complained about the age of our spill kit but let us through.  We had a bite to eat and 
a brew and this year the museum was open and free for the trial entrants to look 
around.  There was a big collection of classic cars – there must have been a lot of 
money in workshop manuals!  In the museum, John bumped into the purchaser of 
“our” Dellow.  The car is just sitting in the guy’s garage and he said that he “might” 
enter it in the Lands End.  Personally I doubt it. 
 
The event began with a handbrake test at Windmill Hill.  There was an unexpected 
queue here and we had to push the MGF in front of us to one side because his 
clutch had failed.  An early retirement for him.  We didn’t bother to reduce our tyre 
pressures for the Observed test which followed but we did so on nearly all the other 
sections, whereas we hadn’t needed to do so much on the Dellow.   
 
We were in Class O so our first real section was Redscrip.  Here the car (front wheel 
drive) lurched from side to side as the wheels found grip.  John had to be quick with 
the steering to catch it before we disappeared into the scenery.  The muddy descent 
which followed felt a bit like being aboard a boat! 
 
O/S 2 Jobbles Lane was easy and O/S 3 Bovey Warren, a new section for Class O 
looked intimidating but the mud was so thin that there was plenty of grip so it was a 
full blast straight climb.   
 



The Morgan in front of us at O/S 4, Pin Hill was in Class R (Tarmac only route) and 
he had hardly any ground clearance.  A fairly steep restart here, but no 
problem.  There was a queue on the lane above Stretes caused by a Triumph TR7 
which had fallen into a ditch.  John had a brief chat with Simon Oates whilst 
waiting.  One of Simon’s brakes was binding and he was looking to fix it at the 
Breakfast stop.   
 
The Observed Test at Core Hill was the usual go-stop-go and the rough lane which 
followed required care.  I hope none of the Morgans went down here.  Dawn broke 
as we approached the  Breakfast stop at Greendale Farm Shop, a new venue this 
year.  It wasn’t cheap but it was better quality than that at Crealy.  In the car park we 
got talking to David & Bronwen Spraggett, keen 2CV owners, running right behind us 
in the trial.   
 
On next to Windout with it’s steep tarmac restart.  It’s a good thing that we let the 
tyres down for this one because the car was scrabbling for grip but we made it.   O/S 
6, Forder Farm, another new one had to be cancelled because it was washed out 
and too rough.  So it was onward to the Holding Control at Fingle Bridge where we 
joined a big queue.  John’s wife Vivien was there with the dog so we had a chat with 
her, and with Simon again.  I met Dave Middleditch in person for the first time.  It was 
good to see him taking part in an MCC trial again after the issues with last year’s 
Lands End.  He was having to bump start his car everywhere because the battery 
had packed up.   
 
This year, Fingle Hill was divided into two sections.  The first was quite rough and we 
cleaned it.  However, we couldn’t get off the start line of the second: the wheels just 
spun.  So we reversed and took a run at it.  This worked and we got round the corner 
but the wheels spun out again on a loose patch further up.  We reversed again to a 
flatter bit and John charged up the hill.  The car suddenly leapt sideways up the bank 
and I genuinely thought we would roll over.  It quite scared me!   John, on the other 
hand merely remarked that he hadn’t intended to drive up there, reversed and had 
another go.  This time we made it and climbed the section under our own 
power.  The other 2CV had to be towed up. 
 
The next section was another new one: Butterdon, in the woods not far from 
Wooston Steep.  It was straight and grippy and not too steep but John had to drive it 
carefully to prevent the car wandering off line.  We didn’t want a repeat of Fingle 
2.  An unplanned exit to the left would have involved a very steep drop downhill. 
 
We joined a queue of lovely Class R Morgans for Pepperdon.  Not a dramatic hill but 
it is very narrow, tight and twisty so you must not go too fast or you won’t get round 
the corners. 
 
Our second failure was at Donkey Trot, a mini-Simms near Ilsington.  We had plenty 
of grip but the engine wasn’t powerful enough and we stopped about ¾ of the way 
up and had to reverse down.   
 
The refreshment stop at Ilsington Village Hall was a welcome sight and I met up with 
a friend of mine who lives in Teignmouth.  I was able to have a nice catch-up with 
him whilst enjoying a cheese pasty.  Meanwhile John wasn’t feeling too good so he 



went outside.  Fortunately he felt better after eating and was able to continue with 
the trial. 
 
Next followed a drive through Newton Abbot to our last section, Millen Lane.  I knew 
this was an easy one so we didn’t let the tyres down.  But I forgot that it had a 
restart.  Coming round a corner, it took us by surprise and I just had time to check 
the route book and confirm to John that we had to stop.   
 
A short drive to the finish at the Passage House Hotel where we signed off and had 
a quick beer before setting off for home. 
 
I was really impressed with the 2CV.  John has spent a lot of time and money on it 
but it has paid off.  The car was 100% reliable and didn’t need any spannering at 
all.  It didn’t seem particularly slow either: the 653cc engine and front wheel drive 
were only a disadvantage on the steepest hills.  It is more spacious than the Dellow 
and there is even a heater that works and a simple roof so we were more 
comfortable. 
 
John is now looking forward to the Lands End and wondering whether to enter Class 
O again or to go for the full-fat main trial.  No doubt we would fail several main trial 
sections but would that make it less enjoyable than Class O?  Who knows? 
 

 
 
JT and PH at Fingle Bridge 
 

----------------------------- 
 

 
The somewhat very long tailpiece. 
 
Don’t panic Mr Mannering………On second thoughts perhaps you should. 
On the Friday of the Exeter Trial   I was feeling somewhat smug, the car was 
fettled, tools and spares packed and I was having a leisurely lunch whilst at the 



same time checking through the paper work and making sure I had all the 
correct membership cards etc. Whilst doing this I happened to drop my 
insurance cover note on the floor, on picking it up I decided to have a read 
through, when I got to the bit that said “not covered for racing, rallying and 
trials etc” it caused me to raise my eyebrows somewhat, swiftly followed by a 
sharp shocking pain in the buttocks ,  a bit like when you receive a mild electric 
shock. This isn’t right thinks I, I’ve taken out special competition insurance to 
cover me for trials. Fire up the laptop and do a search for REIS in order to 
check, now this is definitely not straight forward, after eventually finding my 
policy, opening up all six PDF’s totalling 42 pages and begin to read through, 
gobbledegook, I like to think I have a few brain cells but this stuff only makes 
sense to those in the industry not us mere mortals, nothing for it but to phone 
them, after all it’s now gone 2.00pm they’ll be closed in three hours and I’ll be 
up a messy creek without a paddle.  
 
After not, too much of a delay I get through to someone who understands my 
policy , Yes she says you do have a competition car policy, but you’re not 
insured to take part in competitions! Please repeat, which she does, I don’t 
understand the point of a competition car policy if you aren’t covered for 
competing !! She explains that some people own a competition car but never 
actually use it (pointless to me) I then explain that when I took the policy out in 
September I specifically asked for “competition cover”, no she says you’re not 
covered, I have to be says I I’m off on a trial in a few hours, I’m now getting 
slightly agitated and start using phrases like “ mis-selling” at which point she 
decides she needs to speak to her manager and promises to ring me back soon, 
how long is soon I say, within the hour comes the reply.  
 
Sure enough she phones me back after about 30 minutes, she and her 
manager have listened to the recording of the original conversation when I 
bought the policy and admits I did specify “competition cover”. It was 
explained that it was not my error, (insurance speak for admitting it’s their 
error without admitting it), in view of the above they would amend my policy 
and not charge me!!! That’s a saving of £82, result, I was assured that before 
the close of business they would be mailing me the new policy and I could rest 
assured I now had cover. 
 
As it’s now nearly 4.00 oclock I decide to get a couple of hours sleep, on 
waking up I check the incoming emails, yes there it is, the new policy, no the 
cover note is still excluding trials, but the covering letter confirms I’m covered. 
 



After the weekend and I’m recovered but the insurance thing is still bugging 
me, I once again delve into the small print and still struggle to comprehend it 
nothing for it so  pour a coffee and back on the phone, I get through to a very 
nice lady by the name of Mary and we run through the various small print 
issues and points me to the pages with all the endorsements where it seems I 
have cover, (providing it doesn’t rain, there’s no letter R in the month, or take 
the car out for the purposes of enjoyment).  
 
Mary and I have quite an interesting conversation regarding cover, basically 
once you sign on to an event, put numbers on your car, your normal road 
policy is no longer valid which is why REIS (other good insurance companies 
are available) offer their cover, the other interesting point is that it still only 
covers you whilst you are on the King’s highway with third party cover, once 
you go on to private land to do a section your policy doesn’t cover you, cover 
should be provided by the organising club.  
 
The whole insurance thing is a real minefield, I would wager that there are 
people out there competing on a regular basis who do not have adequate 
insurance, they may think they have but that is by no means protection in the 
event of a claim, so my advice is check it out, don’t put it off. 
 
In my conversation with Mary at REIS she said she would be on the REIS stand 
at the Autosports show at the NEC, as I couldn’t get there I sent Andy Prosser  
to go and say hello, he came back with a big smile, and a  goody bag from REIS 
for me, I think he was chatting Mary up  actually, he did admit to otherwise 
being a bit disappointed with the show.   
 
All for this month    please do send in your contributions   
billjan299@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


